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The Parcel fabric is a dataset optimized for the maintenance of parcel data.  It stores a 
continuous surface of connected parcels and ensures that the relationships of polygon 
features, line features, and point features are maintained.  The parcel fabric is made up 

of three primary components: parcels, lines, and control.  Parcels are defined by a 
series of boundary lines that store measurements as attributes on the lines.  When you 
enter record measurements on parcel lines, they will be preserved irrespective of the 
changes you make to the parcel geometry to assemble a continuous parcel dataset. 

The ParcelEditing feature dataset contains the parcel fabric.  It also contains a point 
feature class for tracking discrepancies and a line feature class used to import into the 
fabric construction grid when building parcels and additional functionality is needed.  
The ParcelPublishing feature dataset contains a series of simple geodatabase feature 

classes that represent the content edited and maintained in the parcel fabric.  

The Tax Parcel Editing template uses a field called Type to distinguish 
between the different parcel types within the fabric.  Users do not 

directly interact with the parcel fabric in the editing map; instead, they 
interact with layers derived from the Type field in the parcel fabric.  

Annotation is not loaded into the fabric, but is instead 
a feature linked annotation class stored in the 

ParcelEditing dataset along with the parcel fabric.  It 
has a composite relationship between the annotation 

feature class and the Lines class within the parcel 
fabric.
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Control points are imported from surveyors database.  

The parcel fabric tracks parcel history by both record 
date (date on the ATF that created the parcel)  and 

system date (date parcel changes were entered into 
the database).  Two start date attributes 

(LegalStartDate  and SystemStartDate) and two end 
date (LegalEndDate and SystemEndDate) are stored 

on parcels and lines. 
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